March 18, 2015

THE COURAGE OF LARRY DARCEY

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, at the
very beginning of my first term, I came
across an article in a local newspaper
about a constituent of mine named
Larry Darcey.

Years after being exposed to nuclear
components while working in a plant
supporting the U.S. Navy in Attleboro,
Massachusetts, Mr. Darcey was diag-
nosed with cancer in 1992. Facing the
fear and uncertainty of his first cancer
diagnosis, Mr. Darcey quickly found
out that he was far from the only
former employee at the plant with can-
cer. But he also learned that few of
those employees were aware of the Fed-
eral compensation and medical pay-
ments that they deserved.

Over the past few years, he has
helped over 200 of his former coworkers
file compensation claims. His work and
the tireless coverage of Rick Foster
and the Attleboro Sun Chronicle have
kept attention on this critical issue.

Guided by their efforts, I have
worked with the Department of Labor
and the Social Security Administra-
tion to provide former workers and
their families with over $34 million—
more than twice as much as had been
paid out in the 13 years of the com-
pensation program’s existence. To
many families, Mr. Speaker, that sup-
port has changed or even saved lives,
and it is all thanks to Larry Darcey for
raising his voice when he saw a gap in
our system.

Thank you, Larry, for all you have
done and all you do.

——

HAPPY 84TH BIRTHDAY, HOWARD
COBLE

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and honor Mr. How-
ard Coble on his 84th birthday, a living
legend of North Carolina politics who
faithfully served the Sixth District of
North Carolina for 30 years.

From the very first day when he as-
sumed office on January 3, 1985, and
the nearly 11,000 days following, he was
a pillar for outstanding constituent
service. With his three decades in Con-
gress, he became the longest-serving
Republican in the history of North
Carolina, and he was regarded as one of
the friendliest Members of Congress
and certainly the most fashionable.

But the title I believe he embodies is
public servant. He spent a lifetime
serving our great country and our
State. Beyond Congress, he has served
in a multitude of capacities for North
Carolina, including as a State rep-
resentative. Additionally, he is a Ko-
rean war veteran and spent more than
two decades serving in the TUnited
States Coast Guard and the Reserves.
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Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleas-
ure to succeed Mr. Howard Coble. On
behalf of all the Sixth District and my
colleagues in Congress, I thank you for
your service and wish you a very happy
84th birthday.

———

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS
BOARD

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to legislation that
is nothing short of an attack on work-
ers, a bill that will harm the economic
security of American families all over
this country.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly believe that
economic growth is the key to
strengthening the middle class, but
only if we have fair rules in place that
allow workers to share in that growth
by negotiating for decent wages and
benefits.

The National Labor Relations Board
put forward a rule that ensures work-
ers are treated fairly in the election
process, that reduces bureaucratic red
tape and ensures the right to collec-
tively bargain is guaranteed.

Unfortunately, this body is consid-
ering legislation that would overturn
that rule. It is wrong, and it is a waste
of time.

If Congress wants to support busi-
ness, we should pass legislation to re-
pair our crumbling infrastructure so
that folks can get their products to
market, reform our Tax Code to make
it easier for small businesses to com-
pete, or invest in workforce develop-
ment so that our kids are prepared to
compete in a 21st century economy.

Mr. Speaker, there are Democrats
who stand ready to work with you on
an agenda that actually strengthens
the middle class, but this resolution
doesn’t do that. I urge my colleagues
to stand up for workers by voting down
this resolution.

————————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
RYAN PITTS, AMERICAN HERO

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor one of New Hampshire’s
own, Staff Sergeant Ryan Pitts, an
American hero and recipient of the
Medal of Honor. As one of only nine
living soldiers to be awarded this dis-
tinct honor, his is a shining example of
this generation’s sacrifice on our be-
half.

Staff Sergeant Pitts demonstrated an
incredible amount of courage, bravery,
and honor as he fought to hold off a
Taliban ambush during one of the
bloodiest battles of the war in Afghani-
stan. Despite being attacked by more
than 200 Taliban militants and sus-
taining injuries of his own, Pitts sin-
glehandedly defended his platoon’s ob-
servation post—his fight unwavering.
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Every day our servicemembers like
Staff Sergeant Pitts put themselves in
harm’s way to defend our liberties, our
Nation, and our freedom, and for that
we are forever grateful.

Mr. Speaker, during that very am-
bush, nine of his comrades made the ul-
timate sacrifice for our freedom. We
shall not and we will not forget their
bravery and sacrifice.

Since 1861, the Congressional Medal
of Honor has been awarded to just over
3,400 of our Nation’s bravest soldiers. It
is my honor to recognize Staff Ser-
geant Pitts today.

———
0 1215

HONORING JONATHAN MYRICK
DANIELS

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to honor the memory of a Granite
Stater who played an important role in
the Civil Rights Movement: Jonathan
Myrick Daniels of Keene, New Hamp-
shire.

During his studies at the Episcopal
Theological School in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, Dr. Daniels’ faith inspired
him to travel to Alabama, where Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., had sought to
help the fellow clergymembers in reg-
istering African Americans to vote.

Along with other students, including
our esteemed colleague, Congressman
JOHN LEWIS of Georgia, Jonathan spent
the summer and spring advocating for
civil rights, standing guard during the
march from Selma to Montgomery, and
even helping to integrate an Episcopal
church in Selma.

While many of his fellow students ul-
timately traveled back north, Mr. Dan-
iels chose to indefinitely remain in
Alabama and continue to fight for
equal rights.

Sadly, on August 20, 1965, Mr. Daniels
was walking with fellow students when
a sheriff’s deputy happened upon the
group and threatened them with his
gun. Seeing the weapon pointed in
their direction, Mr. Daniels placed
himself in front of a 17-year-old girl
and took the bullet that was meant for
her. Friends of Jonathan had noted
that he was ‘‘willing and prepared to
die to help others,” and tragically,
that is indeed what happened.

Jonathan Daniels would have been 76
years old this Friday. He left this
world far too soon, and he died fighting
for the values he held dear: justice,
equality, and human dignity.

As we celebrate this year’s 50th anni-
versary of the landmark Voting Rights
Act, we honor the memory of Jonathan
Daniels and those like him who fought
for the essential rights of every Amer-
ican.
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COMMENDING VENTURE HIVE AND
THE LAB MIAMI FOR CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO SOUTH FLORIDA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the contribu-
tions of two local south Florida inno-
vative tech hubs: Venture Hive and
LAB Miami.

Venture Hive is a business accel-
erator, and LAB Miami is a tech incu-
bator, and both are local leaders work-
ing to help our community’s entre-
preneurs grow, create more jobs, and
expand our economy.

Building on these lofty goals, Susan
Amat, the founder of Venture Hive, has
partnered with Miami-Dade County
Public Schools to engage students in
the business of innovation at an early
age.

Meanwhile, Wifredo Fernandez, or
“Wifi,” has worked to build a place
known as the Ellis Island of Miami for
tech entrepreneurs. Both of these won-
derful places are examples for cities
across our Nation to help strengthen
our economy and spur innovation.

Congratulations—felicidades to Ven-
ture Hive and LAB Miami.

————

TRIBUTE TO CD1 FIREFIGHTERS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the first re-
sponders and fire crews who put their
lives on the line for more than 24 hours
to fight the five-alarm mill fire in
Providence last week.

Firefighters from across my district
came to the scene to help, working
through the night to contain the blaze
that consumed the 90,000-square-foot
building.

Thank you to the members of the
Providence Fire Department and to fire
crews at Central Falls Ladder, North
Providence Engine, East Providence
Engine, Pawtucket Engine and Ladder,
North Providence Ladder, and Cum-
berland Ladder for your willingness to
help the Providence Fire Department
and your dedicated service to keep
Rhode Islanders safe all throughout the
year.

I would also like to thank the compa-
nies from the Second Congressional
District who pitched in, Warwick En-
gine and Cranston Ladder and John-
ston Engine and Ladder.

I applaud their service today and
hope this reminds all of us of the he-
roic and important work that our fire-
fighters and first responders do and of
our responsibility to support them in
every way that we can.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER
BURKE J. RHOADS OF
NICHOLASVILLE, KENTUCKY

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the life and note the re-
cent passing of Officer Burke J. Rhoads
of Nicholasville, Kentucky.

On March 11, Officer Rhoads was sud-
denly and tragically Kkilled in a car ac-
cident while on duty as an officer with
the Nicholasville Police Department.
Officer Rhoads was 35 years old and is
survived by his wife, Melissa Suzanne
Mason Rhoads, and his three children,
Jacquelyn, Bryan, and Kevin. Officer
Rhoads was a U.S. Army veteran and
served on the Nicholasville police force
for 8 years.

We grieve the loss of this promoter of
peace, advocate of laws, and sentry of
safety and security in our community;
however, we also celebrate and honor
his life and his service.

Inscribed on the wall of the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
are the words ‘‘in valor there is hope.”
Officer Rhoads helped to bring his com-
munity hope in knowing that they
were safer on his watch.

I thank Officer Rhoads for his service
and devotion to our community.

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today,
Americans are working more and earn-
ing less. The cost of college is rising,
young people are in debt, and Amer-
ica’s infrastructure is in decay.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican budget,
however, does nothing to help strug-
gling Americans. It gives tax breaks to
the wealthy, ends the Medicare guar-
antee, makes it harder for Americans
to buy a home, and cuts funding for
education.

Our military leaders even testified
that the Republican budget will put
the lives of our men and women in uni-
form at risk.

Mr. Speaker, this is outrageous. The
American people elected us. We owe it
to them to pass a budget that addresses
their needs, keeps them safe, and gives
them the best opportunity possible to
live the American Dream.

Let’s focus on creating good-paying
jobs, providing universal pre-K, and re-
storing food stamp programs that have
helped many American families
through these tough times. Let’s en-
sure that our military has the re-
sources they need to make sure that
they can fight the fight that America
wants.

Democrats will keep standing with
the American people and do the job
that we were elected to do on their be-
half.

——
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House Republicans rolled out next
year’s budget and laid out a clear plan
to balance the budget in less than 10
years, cut $56.5 trillion in deficit spend-
ing, and fully repeal ObamacCare.

It will work to cut waste and create
a lean and effective government that
truly works for the people. Every day,
hardworking taxpayers across our Na-
tion are forced to balance their budg-
ets. It is about time that the Federal
Government does the same.

Over the last several years, we have
seen reckless spending that is saddling
future generations with massive
amounts of debt. I want our children
and grandchildren to have a better op-
portunity to succeed than we did, and
on the current trajectory, that is just
not possible.

Unlike the budget President Obama
submitted to Congress, the House budg-
et calls for a fairer, simpler Tax Code
and promotes job creation and a
healthy economy. It will work to cut
red tape that is suffocating our private
employers, and it creates a more trans-
parent and accountable government.

It is time to put money back in the
pockets of our hardworking American
taxpayers, and this budget will do just
that.

——
REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out against the latest
budget proposal from House Repub-
licans.

When Bill Clinton left office in 2001,
our government was running a surplus
and on track to pay down our national
debt to zero by 2009.

Republicans then took control of the
House, Senate, and Presidency, and we
saw 8 years of Republican budgets that
drove us into debt and wrecked our
economy. By the time Democrats re-
gained control in 2009, our economy
was in collapse, and the deficit was
over $1 trillion a year.

Republicans are now proposing to re-
turn to the very same policies that de-
stroyed our economy in the first place:
wars and military spending paid for on
the backs of the middle class; tax cuts
skewed to the wealthy that produce no
jobs; and underinvestment in edu-
cation, research, and infrastructure
that are the lifeblood of our Nation’s
economic growth.

Once again, we are seeing a budget
that would increase financial stress on
the middle class and the Medicare
guarantee and force seniors to pay
more for health care and for prescrip-
tion drugs.

We can and we must do better.

——
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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